IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

INRE: PORTABLE ELECTRONIC ) GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE

DEVICE PROTOCOLS )
ST. CLAIR COUNTY ) ORDER NO. 22-3

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to the Supreme Court policy adopted on January 6,
2022, as follows:

All court visitors may use Portable Electronic Devices in the common areas of court facilities,
such as lobbies and hallways, unless otherwise ordered by the Court. Such use must be
conducted with proper decorum and with courtesy for other Court visitors. Court visitors are
permitted to use Portable Electronic Devices to assist with a disability or language translation, to
communicate with their attorneys, family, employers, or friends while in the courthouses to seek
assistance, coordinate rides, address personal or family responsibilities, or inform their
employers of being in court.

Mobile telephone conversations are restricted to approved areas of the hallway, conference
rooms and lobby in order to maintain safety, security, proper behavior, order, and the
administration of justice. Conversations must not interfere with any Court proceeding, and
violation may subject the court visitor to confiscation of their Portable Electronic Device until
the possessor leaves the court facilities.

Portable Electronic Devices must be placed in "silent" mode at all times within court facilities.
Case participants including lawyers, parties (including self-represented litigants), and witnesses
may use a Portable Electronic Device inside a courtroom to check calendars, access and present
case-related information, access court resources, comply with electronic filing requirements and
use such devices to assist with a disability or language translation. All other uses of Portable
Electronic Devices inside courtrooms may be prohibited by the judge presiding in the
courtroom.

Court visitors may not use a Portable Electronic Device to take photographs, or make
audio and video recordings in all areas of court facilities, or of any individual in all areas
of the court facilities without prior approval of the Chief Judge/Trial Court
Administrator.

Court visitors are prohibited from taking photographs, video images or making audio recordings
of prospective jurors or jurors at any time. No court visitor may use a Portable Electronic Device
to communicate or attempt to communicate with a potential juror or juror at any time.

Court visitors are prohibited from taking photographs, video images or making audio recordings
of witnesses at any time. No court visitor may use a Portable Electronic Device to harass,
intimidate, or communicate about given testimony with a witness at any time.

No court visitor may use a Portable Electronic Device to communicate the testimony of a
witness or court participant to any social media platform, any internet site, or to any other device



or individual from any area of the court facilities.

8. Court visitors using a Portable Electronic Device are prohibited from taking photographs,
video images or making video and or audio recordings or transmitting the contents of
ANY court proceeding at any time.

9. No court visitor may use a Portable Electronic Device to interfere with the administration of
justice, disrupt the order and processes of the Courts or cause or threaten to cause a threat to
safety or security within court facilities.

10. Cameras, video cameras, video recording equipment and recording devices not classified as
Portable Electronic Devices are not allowed in court facilities without the expressed written
approval of the Chief Judge/Trial Court Administrator and only on such conditions as approved.
Examples of such circumstances include ceremonial events (e.g weddings, Problem-Solving
Court graduations, etc.) and where Extended Media Coverage has been approved.

11. If any Judge of the Twentieth Judicial Circuit determines that Portable Electronic Devices
interfere with the administration of justice or cause a threat to safety or security in the judge’s
courtroom, that judge, after consultation with and approval of the Chief Judge, may prohibit
Portable Electronic Devices in the judge’s courtroom.

12. Court visitors using a Portable Electronic Device, or possessing other electronic devices, in
violation of this or any other Court Order or policy, may be removed from court facilities, found
in contempt of court, or subject to penalties and proceedings as provided by law.

13. Any Portable Electronic Device used in violation of this Order may be confiscated and subject to
search and seizure as provided by law. Court personnel shall not be responsible or liable for any
damage to or loss of a confiscated Portable Electronic Device.

Definitions.

(1) “Portable Electronic Devices” are mobile devices capable of electronically storing,
accessing, or transmitting information and is defined to include personal computers, tablet
computers, mobile telephones (including cell phones and any form of telephone with cameras

and audio and video recording and transmission capabilities), electronic calendars, e-book
readers, smartwatches, or similar devices.

(2) “Court visitor” means any individual present at a state courthouse in Illinois.

DATED: January 27, 2022

Andrew J. Gleeson
Chief Circpit Judge



